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Forest Service, USDA § 212.8 

road, trail, or easement where nec-
essary. 

(25 Stat. 357, 26 Stat. 1103, 30 Stat. 35–36, 1233, 
38 Stat. 430, 46 Stat. 1421, 64 Stat. 82, 72 Stat. 
885, as amended, 74 Stat. 215, 78 Stat. 1089; 16 
U.S.C. 471, 478, 498, 525, 528–531, 532, 551, 572, 23 
U.S.C. 101, 205, 40 U.S.C. 257, 258a et seq.; 42 
Atty. Gen. Op. No. 7; Comp. Gen. B–65972, 
May 19, 1947; 40 Comp. Gen. 372; 41 Comp. 
Gen. 1; 41 Comp. Gen. 576, and 42 Comp. Gen. 
590) 

[30 FR 5476, Apr. 16, 1965, as amended at 39 
FR 27650, July 31, 1974; 62 FR 58654, Oct. 30, 
1997. Redesignated and amended at 62 FR 
58654, Oct. 30, 1997; 66 FR 3217, Jan. 12, 2001; 70 
FR 68288, Nov. 9, 2005] 

§ 212.8 Permission to cross lands and 
easements owned by the United 
States and administered by the For-
est Service. 

(a) Permission to construct or use roads 
across lands and assignable easements 
owned by the United States and adminis-
tered by the Forest Service. If a recip-
rocal benefit is needed by the United 
States, permission to construct or use 
a road across lands and across assign-
able easements owned by the United 
States and administered by the Forest 
Service will be conditioned, except as 
provided in this section, for any appli-
cant who seeks a permit to construct 
or use a road across the same, upon the 
grant to the United States of a recip-
rocal benefit. Such benefit shall bear: 

(1) A reasonable relation to the man-
agement of lands administered by the 
Forest Service; and 

(2) A value substantially similar to 
the value of the estate or interest in 
lands or easements applied for. In those 
instances where the values of the inter-
ests needed by the United States ex-
ceed those applied for by the applicant, 
the additional interests required by the 
United States will be acquired as pro-
vided in § 212.7(b) and (c). Where values 
needed by the applicant exceed those 
needed by the United States, the dif-
ference in values will be determined 
under principles set forth below and in 
§§ 212.5(c) and 212.9. If a reciprocal ben-
efit is not needed by the United States, 
or the applicant shows good cause why 
the reciprocal benefit needed by the 
United States cannot or should not be 
granted by him, or the applicant de-
clines to grant the reciprocal benefit 
requested by the United States or if a 

bona fide emergency exists, permission 
to construct or use a road across lands 
owned by the United States may be 
conditioned for any applicant upon rea-
sonable charges and all other terms 
and conditions required by the Chief to 
protect the interests of the United 
States. Permits for such road construc-
tion or use will be non-exclusive and 
will be conditioned upon compliance 
with their terms and conditions and 
with the rules and regulations gov-
erning the protection and administra-
tion of the lands and those applicable 
to such roads. 

(b) [Reserved] 
(c) Replacement of prior grants. (1) 

Upon application to the Chief, an ease-
ment under the Act of March 3, 1899 (30 
Stat. 1233, 16 U.S.C. 525), shall be re-
placed by an easement under paragraph 
(d) of this section. 

(2) Upon application to the Chief, an 
easement shall be granted under para-
graph (d) of this section as a replace-
ment for any stipulations for ingress 
and egress issued under the Act of June 
4, 1897 or permit or other document evi-
dencing the applicant’s right to use a 
road: Provided, The applicant has met 
the requirements for obtaining such 
easement as set forth in paragraph (d) 
of this section. 

(d) Easements for roads crossing lands 
or easements administered by the Forest 
Service. (1) Applications for permanent 
or temporary easements for specified 
periods or otherwise to be granted 
under the Act of October 13, 1964 (78 
Stat. 1039, 16 U.S.C. 533), over lands or 
easements administered by the Forest 
Service, or over roads thereon will be 
approved by the Chief for those appli-
cants who have conveyed or provided 
appropriate easements over roads, as-
signable easements and lands owned or 
controlled by them to the United 
States of America and its assigns and 
who have already constructed, or will, 
as scheduled by agreement, construct 
their proportionate share of the road or 
road system of which the segments de-
scribed in the application are parts. 
The Chief, after approval of the appli-
cation and the grant of the easement, 
will cause the same to be entered in 
the records of the Forest Service, and 
delivered to the applicant. 
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(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (d)(1) 
of this section, the Chief may grant to 
the applicant a permanent or tem-
porary easement for specified periods 
or otherwise upon such exchange of 
easements or share-cost arrangement 
or other reasonable consideration as he 
may deem appropriate. 

(3) The Chief may grant to a State or 
local subdivision thereof; easements 
for roads over lands or easements ad-
ministered by the Forest Service and 
over roads thereon, when the roads 
thereon or roads to be constructed 
thereon will serve said lands and are, 
or will become a part of the road sys-
tem maintained by such State or local 
subdivision for general public use: Pro-
vided, That easements shall not be 
granted under authority of this act (78 
Stat. 1089), 16 U.S.C. 533 which may be 
granted under the Highway Act (72 
Stat. 916, 23 U.S.C. 317), as amended. 
The easements shall contain such pro-
visions, terms, and conditions as the 
Chief may determine are necessary to 
retain and protect the interests needed 
by the United States. 

(4) All instruments affecting perma-
nent interests in land executed pursu-
ant to this paragraph (d) of this section 
shall be recorded in each county where 
the lands are located. Copies of all in-
struments affecting interests in lands 
reserved from public domain shall be 
furnished by the Chief to the Secretary 
of the Interior. 

(5) The Chief may terminate any 
easement granted under the provisions 
of the Act of October 13, 1964 (78 Stat. 
1089, 16 U.S.C. 534), 

(i) By consent of the owner of the 
easement, 

(ii) By condemnation, or 
(iii) Upon abandonment after nonuse 

by the owner of the easement for a pe-
riod of 5 years. Before any easement is 
terminated for nonuse or abandon-
ment, the owner of the easement must 
be given notice and, upon his request 
made within 60 days after receipt of the 
notice, a hearing in accordance with 

the provisions of 36 CFR part 211, sub-
part B. 

(25 Stat. 357, 26 Stat. 1103, 30 Stat. 35–36, 1233, 
38 Stat. 430, 46 Stat. 1421, 64 Stat. 82, 72 Stat. 
885, as amended, 74 Stat. 215, 78 Stat. 1089; 16 
U.S.C. 471, 478, 498, 525, 528–531, 532, 538, 551, 
572, 23 U.S.C. 101, 205, 40 U.S.C. 257, 258a et 
seq.; 42 Atty. Gen. Op. No. 7; Comp. Gen. B– 
65972, May 19, 1947; 40 Comp. Gen. 372; 41 
Comp. Gen. 1; 41 Comp. Gen. 576, and 42 
Comp. Gen. 590) 

[30 FR 5476, Apr. 16, 1965, as amended at 39 
FR 27650, July 31, 1974; 48 FR 28638, June 23, 
1983. Redesignated and amended at 62 FR 
58654, Oct. 30, 1997] 

§ 212.9 Principles for sharing use of 
roads. 

The use of roads under arrangements 
for sharing costs or performance shall 
be in accordance with the following: 

(a) Road improvement. Use of a road 
for commercial hauling, except occa-
sional or minor amounts, will be condi-
tioned upon improvement or supple-
mental construction of the road to 
safety and economically serve the con-
templated use, unless the Chief deter-
mines that the safety and economy of 
the established and foreseeable use by 
the United States, its users and co-
operators will not be impaired by the 
use for which application is being 
made. With the consent of the Chief 
the applicant may deposit funds in the 
estimated amount required for the im-
provements or supplemental construc-
tion in lieu of performance. Such funds 
will be used by the Forest Service to do 
the planned work. The cost of the im-
provements or supplemental construc-
tion will be taken into account in de-
termining any otherwise required con-
tribution to cover the proportionate 
share of the cost of road acquisition, 
construction, reconstruction or im-
provement attributable to the use. 

(b) Corresponding benefits. Cor-
responding benefits which may be ac-
cepted by the Chief for sharing road 
use will be those which bear a reason-
able relation to the management of 
lands administered by the Forest Serv-
ice. They may be in the form of: 

(1) Deposit of funds with the Forest 
Service for use in paying the cost of 
road construction, reconstruction, or 
improvement to be borne by the user; 
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